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Definitions

OThe Nuts & BoltsO

~

Education
Education is the process that prepares the young for
thar future membership and active paticipdion in the
maintenance or development of a sodiety.

Source: Nyerere, J. K. (1967). Education for self-reliance. Tanzania: Dar es Salam

Academic Standards

Academic Standads are set by the
community and describe wha all students
should know and be able to do at each grade
level. They provide a set of common
learning gods to which al teaches are
expected to teach and to which all students
are expected to achieve. Good standads are
not minimum standads. Rather, they shoud
describe wha conditutes a good education
for all students. Therefore, a district must
engaye its community (induding educators,
students, parents, busness and other
interested citizens) in a broad-based
convasation about wha the district@
students mugt know and be able to do Bwhat
a @oodeduaationCectudly means

Benchmarks
Benchmarks (or learning objectives) describethe
specific knowedgeor skills a student mug obtain by
each gradelevel (or set of grades). Benchmarks are the
learning expectationsfor all studentsin a particular
classduringayear. Therefore, benchmarks should be

thefocal point of all activities (homework, class
discussions assignments) to which a student engages.

Parental Engagement

Parental engagement is the proactive and ddiberate commitment
of a parent or primary care giver to a student® education. This
means that you must accept responsbility of beng your child@
mog important teacher. An engaged paent undestands tha
education starts long before kindergarten and continues after the
end of a school day. To be proactive and ddiberate means tha
you call the school to talk with the prindpd, counslor or teacher
to express your expectations for success and your suppot for
learning. It also means to provide a home environment were
learning can take place and is celebrated.
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GETTING ENGAGED

OThe Tools Youdl NeedO

Mission, Goals and Benchmarks
Contact your districts central office and
request copies of:

1. Mission Statement DA statement
clearly stating the purpos and
direction of the district@
activities.

2. Digtrict Goals b OVhat is to be
accomplishedOby thedistrict?

3. Academic Standards DWha are
the learning expectationsfor your
child at hisor her gradelevel?

4. Benchmarks B Wha are the
gpecific skills and knowledge

needed for your child to meet the
appropriate academic standads?

Principals, Counselorsand Teachers
Find out the names of your child® prindpd,
counglor, and teachers.

Ask theprincipal:

1. For a copy of the school® mission
statement and gods.

2. Whoisthe PTA/PTO President and when
isthefirst meeting?

3. Wha are the procedures for observing
your child at school?

4. Wha are the procedures for setting
conferences (parent-principle, parent-
counglor, parent-teacher)?

Ask the counselor:

1. About the tests and methods by which
your child will beevaluated.

2. For any materias or information that will
hdp youto prepare your child.

Ask each of your child@teachers:

1. For an outline or description of wha will
be taught in class and the best way to
contact him or he if you have any
questions about your child@ work or
behavior.

Your child@ strengths, weaknesses,
didikesand likes
There are many tests and evaluaionstha can
be given to assess your child. However, except
in specia circumstances, the best evaluaionis
doneby observation by a caring parent.
Taking thetimeto:

1. Notice wha activities your child enjoys
doing.

2. Tdk about hopes and dreams, careers
or wha he or she would like to
accomplish.

3. Notice the situdionsthat your child is
a his or he best, relaxed and feeling
proudand convasdly in wha situdions
are troublesome for your child.

4. Learn your child®@ academic strengths
and weaknesses, use your districts
benchmarks as a yardstick. This will
hdp you know whee your child is
academically on target, need hdp or
doing better than expected.

By undestanding your child@ likes, didikes,
weaknesses ands strengths you can beter
communicate with teachers and counglors
about creating postive learning environments
of your child.




PLANNING FOR SUCCESS
OThingsYou Can DoO

There are many thingsyou can do to promote the academic success of your child. Thoughmog are very simple, al
can have profoundimpact. The greatest thing you can do is to make education important. Our children tend to value
- ( those thingstha we demondrate are important throughour actionsand time. Here are some other thingsyou can do.
)

Make sureyour child gets a goad night@ sleep. Have aregular scheduled time for meals, homework, play and sleep.

Stopin at school to volunteer, attend class events, participae in school and PTA activities, and to observe your child in class.

Talk totheteachers, counselor and principal about expectations(induding benchmarks*) for your child. Discuss your commitment
to your child® education and ways you can hep with lessons

Make sure your child comesto school ontime. Thisreinforces theimportance of eduction and ensures tha your child is not
missing valuable information.

Go over your child@ schoolwork. Thisindudes reviewing homework; expecting assignments to be completed on time and nest;
reviewing in class assignments and test, and redoing thingstha were incorrect.

Talk with your child about what he or she seeson television or current events. With younge children discuss thedifference
between real and pretend. With older children, discuss current events and thar impact on your local community, your family and how
these events connect to lessonsin school.

Reinforce goodbehaviors Breward goodbehavior; clearly distinguish between goodand bad consequences; work before play; and
point out examples of people whotry hard to succeed.

Encourageyour child to enjoy life and learning. Get your child involved in activities that are fun and point outhow wha islearned
in school can hdp your child. So tha heor sheunderstandslearning is an important part of wha heor she cares about

Read to and with your child. Reading to and with your child notonly hdpsyour child to develop literacy skills, it hdpsto develop
brain cell growth and strengthen connectionsbeween parts of thebrain.

Giveyour child LOVE, ATTENTION and SUPERVISION. Children learn wha they live.

Source: The Parent Ingtitute (2001). Parent Make The Difference



